
     Vol. 39, No. 16  Friday, April 28, 2000437th Airlift Wing, Charleston AFB, SC

Inside
4CGO tour / 2

4Award winner / 5

4Night shift / 11

4Standards / 15

A  I  R  L  I  F  T

Air Force C-17 crewmembers from Charleston
AFB, S.C. gave up their Easter Sunday to deliver
a critical radar antenna to Boston’s Logan Airport
so that thousands of travelers could return home
on time.

Strong storm winds knocked out Logan’s main
radar April 22, causing hundreds of cancelled or
delayed flights during the busy holiday weekend,
and impacting air traffic at airports across the
country.  Airport officials at Logan, the ninth
busiest airport in the country, had to rely on
backup regional radar to guide in aircraft.  This
allowed only about 20 flights to land per hour, as
opposed to the 35 to 40 arrivals per hour that is
more typical under the bad weather conditions
gripping Boston throughout the weekend, ac-
cording to Dan Oberlander, radar coordinator for
the Federal Aviation Administration. With the
radar in place and good weather, about 60 flights
can land or take off in an hour.

The five-member C-17 Globemaster III crew
was returning from a mission in the Caribbean
and planning to spend the holiday with their
families when they were told of their new mission:
to fly to Oklahoma City, Okla.  and  pick up the
$300,000 ASR-9 radar antenna.  The 20,000-
pound antenna measured the entire length of the
cargo bay.  When the C-17 touched down in
Boston at about 6:30 p.m., two hours ahead of
schedule, crew members were welcomed by FAA
and airport officials, as well as news crews from
every media outlet in the area.

“Because of the unique capabilities of the C-17,
we are often called upon to perform special airlift
missions,” said Capt. David Harden, co-pilot. “It is
because of the understanding of our families and
the outstanding support of the entire crew and
support personnel back at Charleston that we can
accomplish these missions at a moment’s notice.
In less than 24 hours from the time we received
notification of the mission, we were able to safely
pick up the radar in Oklahoma and deliver it to
Boston.”

C-17 aircrew delivers radar to Boston

 “The Air Force was outstanding, responding
immediately when called upon,” said Doyle
Bordelon, an FAA radar manager out of Atlantic
City, N.J.  “If it hadn’t been for the Air Force, we
would have had to wait for a truck to bring the
radar in, and it would have been days before the
antenna would have arrived. The delays resulting
from this downed antenna are costing airlines
millions of dollars a day, and backing up air traffic
nationwide. This was really a great partnership

among the Air Force, the FAA and Logan Airport
officials.”

As the crew headed home to Charleston late on
Easter Sunday, FAA technicians were working to
replace the broken antenna and restore normal
operations to Logan Airport.

“The entire crew has wives and children waiting
at home, but this is why we are in the Air Force, to
be of service to others,” said Capt. Robert J. Hahn,
aircraft commander.  (AFPN)

Aircrew members from a Charleston-based C-17 help Federal Aviation Authorities and Boston Logan
International Airport technicians off-load the radar needed to replace a storm-damaged radar.
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The Dorchester Gate
is scheduled to reopen
Wednesday morning,
weather permitting.

Workers will still be in
the area doing clean-
up, so drivers are asked
to use caution.

Dorchester
Gate to
reopen

Use of government travel card mandatory Monday
All government travelers

must use the government
travel card for lodging, rental
cars and transportation such
as airline tickets beginning
Monday.

Bank of America is under
contract to provide a charge
card to government employ-
ees and military members for
use while traveling on official
business.

The GTC is a charge card,
not a credit card. The differ-
ence is that a credit card has
a minimum balance due

each month with interest
charged for any balance re-
maining after payment is
posted to the account; the
travel charge card should be
paid in full each month.

“This card is unique, it
doesn’t affect your credit rat-
ing,” said Maj. Joseph Mancy,
437th Comptroller Squadron
commander.

Bank of America does not
charge interest on the un-
paid balance, but a $20 late
fee is applied each month if
the account is over 120 days

delinquent.
Congress passed the

Travel and Transportation
Reform Act also called 1998
Public Law 105-264, requir-
ing all military members and
government employees to
use the travel card for ex-
penses related to official
travel. On Monday, DoD policy
will implement the TTRA re-
quiring the GTC for certain
travel-related expenses.
DOD targeted the two most
expensive portions of the
travel budget, lodging and

rental cars, Mancy said.
Because of the law, more

travelers will be using the
card, which will save the gov-
ernment millions of dollars in
administrative costs associ-
ated with providing cash ad-
vances. The government re-
ceives  rebates, which are
returned to DoD travel ac-
counts.

At businesses, such as
laundry or parking garages,
the card may not be accepted.
“At these vendors, travelers

see Card, page 2


